
PROPERTIES ARE SOLD  
“AS IS,” THERE ARE NO 
 WARRANTIES…  
• All properties must be paid for by the end of 

the business day of the sale. Only cash or 
cashier’s check will be accepted. 

• The buyer must pay the fee for filing the 
deed with the Register of Deeds. 

• The buyer will receive a receipt for payment at 
the time of payment. 

• Any buyer who fails to honor his/her 
successful bid will be prohibited from 
participating in future tax foreclosure sales 
and could be subject to legal action by the 
County. 

 AFTER THE AUCTION…  
• The Sheriff will report to the Court the 

results of the sale and the Court will then 
confirm the sale.  

• Upon confirmation by the Court, the Sheriff 
will issue a Sheriff’s Deed to the buyer. 
Normally this will be done within three to 
four weeks of the sale. The deed will be 
mailed to the address given by the buyer on 
the registration form. 

• All liens which were of record will be 
extinguished upon confirmation of the sale. 
However, covenants, restrictions and 
easements of record are not extinguished, 
and the buyer takes the property subject to 
those encumbrances. 

• The buyer is responsible for any taxes and 
assessments which are not included in the 
judgment, including the full amount of taxes 
for the calendar year in which the auction is 
held. 

• The buyer is responsible for taking any 
necessary legal action to obtain possession of 
the property, such as filing an eviction 
proceeding. 

 
AFTER THE AUCTION…(cont’d) 

• For twelve months after the deed is 
recorded, a legal challenge may be made by 
questioning the procedures which the 
County followed. If such a challenge is 
successful, the property could revert to the 
original owner, in which case the Court 
would order the purchase price be refunded 
to the buyer. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Franklin County does not discriminate on the  

basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, 
age and/or disability status in employment  

or the provision of services. 

This brochure is provided by the County Counselor’s 
office for general information purposes. It is not 
intended as legal advice or as a complete statement 
 of law regarding tax foreclosures. The procedures 
described in this brochure are subject to changes  

at anytime, dependent upon changes in State  
law and County policies. 
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ANNUAL TAX 
FORECLOSURE SALE 

Franklin County holds an annual tax 
foreclosure sale for the purpose of 

collecting unpaid taxes. This brochure 
will help you understand the process of 

such a sale and to answer frequently asked 
questions concerning tax sales and tax 
sales lists. For additional information, 

contact the County Counselor,  
Derek Brown at 785.229.3485. 

 
 
ANSWERS TO FREQUENTLY 
ASKED QUESTIONS…? 

 
 

• The county only sells those properties that 
are eligible for judicial foreclosure under 
state law. 

• Those properties published every 
September by the County Treasurer as 
being delinquent are not available for 
purchase by the general public. 

• The County and the County Counselor are 
not involved in, and do not have 
information on the sale of properties being 
foreclosed on by a financial institution or 
mortgage company. Those foreclosures are 
handled by private attorneys hired by the 
foreclosing institution. 

• Notice is given to the general public as 
described in the section titled “Before the 
Auction.” 

• The County does not maintain a list of 
properties from prior tax sales for sale to 
interested parties. Tax sale properties are 
sold solely at public auction as described in 
the section titled “The Auction.” 

BEFORE THE AUCTION…  
• A petition listing the properties to be 

foreclosed on by the County for delinquent 
taxes is filed with the District Court. Once 
the petition has been filed, all outstanding 
delinquent real estate taxes plus interest 
and court costs become due. 

• Once service has been obtained on parties 
with an interest in the property, a Court 
hearing is scheduled where the Court will 
order the property to be sold by the Sheriff 
at a public auction. 

• The Sheriff will publish notice of the sale 
(including the date, time, and location 
thereof) and a list of the property to be 
offered at auction for three consecutive 
weeks in the Ottawa Herald prior to the 
sale. The list will include:  

 a legal description and available 
addresses;  

 the name of the owners and other 
parties with an interest in the property;  

 the total amount of taxes, interest and 
court costs due;  

 the assessed valuation of each tract of 
property being offered for sale. 

• The current owner(s) may redeem the 
property at anytime prior to the date of the 
sale. Parties with no interest in the 
property may not pay the delinquent taxes 
and receive title to the property prior to the 
sale. 

• Ownership of the property remains with 
the current owner(s) until the Sheriff's 
deeds are executed. Therefore, you may not 
enter the property without the permission 
of the owner(s). 

 
 THE AUCTION…  
• Properties are sold to the highest qualified 

bidder at public auction. The County may 
bid on properties, up to the amount of taxes, 
interest and court costs owed. 

• Properties may sell for less than taxes, 
interest and costs owed; or they may sell 
for more. 

• Registration prior to the sale is required. 
Registration will be held the morning of 
the sale, as advertised. 

• State law prohibits the following people 
from buying at the auction: 

 Those who owe delinquent taxes  
in Franklin County. 

 Those with an interest in the property, 
such as the owners, mortgagees, 
relatives, or officer in  
a corporation which owns the 
property; or 

 Those who buy the property with the 
intent to transfer it to someone who is 
prohibited from bidding. 

• All bidders must execute an affidavit, 
under oath, that they meet the statutory 
qualification for bidding on tax sale 
property. 

• Properties will be sold by legal description 
and by tract number. 
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