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***For Immediate Release***
April 28, 2020
FRANKLIN COUNTY, KS – The Franklin County Health Department has identified two (2) new positive
cases of COVID-19. Both cases are unique situations. The first case is a female in her 50’s and was a close
contact of a previous positive case. The case was considered a presumptive positive and was reflected that
way on the daily update – presumptive positive is a close contact of a confirmed COVID19 case that
becomes symptomatic, does not need to be tested if their symptoms are considered mild and can be cared
for at home. Previous presumptive positive cases were not tested due to a lack of testing supplies
throughout the State of Kansas. Testing supplies have recently become more available. This individual
was recently seen by a healthcare provider in a neighboring county for other symptoms and was tested at
that time. The test was positive. This individual has fully recovered.
The 2nd new positive case is a male construction worker in his 50’s who resides outside of the state of
Kansas. This individual has been working in Franklin County since March 8, 2020. We will reflect this
case as a transient postitive – a transient positive is a case that is currently residing in Franklin County
but permanent residence is out of State.
As the statewide “Stay Home” Order issued by Governor Kelly is set to expire on May 3, 2020 at 11:59pm,
we are well aware that there are many questions from the community about what’s next for Franklin
County. The Franklin County Emergency Management Operations Team has been working diligently on
a phased plan for the potential reopening of the County. Unfortunately, progress has been stalled as we
await guidance from the State of Kansas which has been delayed several times. The most recent
correspondence from the State indicates that guidance will be released Thursday, April 30, 2020.
Information will be communicated to area businesses as soon as possible. We understand that this is a
trying time for the entire community and we appreciate everyone’s efforts and cooperation as we continue
to slow the spread of this virus.
For updates and more information go to: www.franklincoks.org/covid19 or contact Franklin County
Communications Director Kaci Brady – kbrady@franklincoks.org
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